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CURRENT OFFICERS 

President: Tora Johnson
President Elect: Iain Stewart
First Vice President: Diane Shepherd
(National Exhibition Chairman)
Second Vice President: Heike Covell
(Membership Chair)
Third Vice President: Winnie Cooper
(Publicity)
Treasurer: Jaceena Shepard
Recording Secretary: Melinda Mathews
Corresponding Secretary:  Barbara Prior
Historian: Peggy Milburn Brown
Parliamentarian: Jaceena Shepard

Directors at Large
Newsletter: Nanette Jones & Heike Covell
Regional Representatives: Diane Shepherd
Website Director: Nanette Jones
Workshop Director - vacant

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:
Sarah Baydala – AL
Cecilia Llorente Fowler – AL
Vicki Monette – LA
Laura K. Murphy – AL

DISCOUNT ON STRONGBOXES
WSA members can get a 20% discount 
on the strongboxes made for shipping 
artwork from Air Float Systems.  
The coupon code you will need, whether 
ordering online or by phone is:  WSA
Its website is:  www.airfloatsys.com 
The toll free number is 1-800-445-2580

DISCOUNT FROM AMERICAN 
FRAME
American Frame is now offering a 5% 
discount directly to WSA members. 
Artists who are members of WSA will 
receive the discount by using the 
following code when ordering: 
ALLIANCE12_5% 
Free UPS Ground shipping on orders 
over $50

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

The 2012 Alabama Members Showcase has 
to be the best I’ve seen and experienced 
since being a member of WSA.  Muir 
Stewart did a thoughtful job selecting the 
paintings to be hung and deciding this year’s 
award winners.  He entertained us at the 
reception with his sense of humor and 
critique of the paintings.  If you live in 
Birmingham, you must visit the library and 
see the beautiful work of so many 
outstanding Alabama artists.  You will be 
proud to be a part of the Watercolor Society 
of Alabama!  If you live outside 
Birmingham, be sure to plan a trip to this 
lovely city with the priority of seeing the 
show.  You’ll be glad you did.

As many of you realize, your board 
members have put a great deal of time and 
effort into further developing and 
maintaining one of the outstanding 
watercolor societies in the country.  Many of 
our members have participated in the 
recently established juried and signature 
awards.  We’ve solicited money and items 
for awards for the national exhibition, and 
have continued reciprocal awards with other 
watercolor societies, all while keeping 
expenses down. The printing of the 
catalogue is a good example of the 
determination to find a quality publisher at a 
reasonable price.

This year we’ve offered and held two 
successful workshops.  Other workshops are 
being planned in conjunction with future 
shows.

http://www.airfloatsys.com/


Iain Stewart’s workshop was an excellent 
experience painting with various techniques. 
It was especially fun using burnt sienna, raw 
sienna and light red primarily with touches 
of neutral tint and 

alizarin crimson to accent areas and 
emphasize light. 
 
My deepest thanks and appreciation go to 
each of you for your continued support
and devotion to our organization.  Keep 
painting and train your thoughts
toward entering the 72nd National 
Exhibition to be held April 7 – May 31, 
2013. 

The members of the Hartselle Arts Center 
are excited about hosting our show!  Get
out those brushes!  Plan ahead!
 
Special thanks go to your board members: 
Iain Stewart, Diane Sheperd, Heike
Covell, Winnie Cooper, Jaceena Shepard, 
Melinda Mathews, Barbara Prior, Peggy
Brown and Nanette Jones!

Tora Johnson,
WSA President and fellow learner

Watercolor Society of Alabama has 
become an affiliate with Dick Blick Art 
Materials.  When purchasing art 
supplies, go to 
www.wsalabama.org/sponsors and 
click on the Dick Blick banner, which 
will take you direct to the website 
where you can shop.

MEMBER NEWS:

Ardythe Jolliff's painting entitled 
“Skipjack Thomas Clyde” has been juried 
into the Pittsburgh Watercolor Society’s 
“Aqueous 2012 Exhibition” which is to be 
held in the 3rd Street Gallery  in Carnegie, 
PA.    In addition, her painting entitled 
“Autumn Blues” has been accepted in the 
Philadelphia Watercolor Society’s 112th 

Anniversary International Watercolor 
Exhibition of Works on Paper which will be 

held at the Wayne Arts Center in Wayne, PA. 
     Her painting entitled “Fanfare” has been 
accepted into the Rhode Island Watercolor 
Society’s 19th Annual Juried National 
Watermedia Competition which 

will be held in the RIWS Gallery in 
Pawtucket, RI.  Her painting entitled "C-
Venture" has been accepted in the Georgia 
Watercolor Society's 2012 Juried Member 
Show to be held in the Mable House Arts 
Center in Marbleton, Ga.

MARIAN HEATH AXLEY'S painting has 
reached level two of the selection process 
for international artists in the Shanghai 
Biennial Watercolour Exhibit in China.  Out 
of 2,000 submissions, 125 were chosen from 
countries other than China.  Another 125 
will be chosen from Chinese watercolor 
artists.  However the final selection is 
postponed another month because of severe 
weather in some provinces causing delay of 
the delivery of Chinese submissions. Final 
selection will be made on September 26th 
and the exhibit opening will be held in late 
October.

The Shanghai Biennial is publicized as the 
world's largest and best watercolor exhibit. 
 Americans Nicholas Simmons and John 
Salmonen are members of the panel of 
judges.  Alvaro Castagnet from Uruguay is 
also a judge.  The remainder of the panel of 
ten or more judges is mostly composed of 
esteemed Chinese artists. 

HISTORIAN

Any articles, photos or other material 
concerning WSA and its exhibitions or 
other events should be sent to:

Peggy M. Brown
3520 McGehee PL CT S
Montgomery, AL 36111-3339
Email:  peggybrownart@charter.net

http://www.wsalabama.org/sponsors


A Seminar is scheduled to be held in 
New Orleans, LA on December 28th and 
29th with Eugen Chisnicean of Moldova. 
Eugen’s sponsor, Pio Lyons, had a very 
successful seminar last year and decided 
to put together another one for parties 
interested in attending, as we had a 
waiting list and not the space available 
for that seminar.  Eugen’s Website in 
case you would like to check him out is 
http://eugenchisnicean.com/

Write to wsalabama@gmail.com to 
request a Registration Form.

WSA is in need of a volunteer to edit 
the quarterly newsletter. Nanette 
Jones has been the newsletter editor 
for the past 3 years (it was only 
supposed to be a temporary job) and 
hopes that someone else will come 
forward to take over the WSA 
newsletter. Heike Covell would still 
have the newsletters printed and mail 
to those who absolutely want the 
newsletter by regular mail, if need be. 
The number of members, who want 
their newsletters by regular mail is 
dwindling due to the fact that 

everyone enjoys receiving their 
newsletter by Email. The newsletter is 
also posted on the WSA website.

 

A Special Invitation for your Artists!
The DANIEL SMITH 11thAnnual Art 
Contest offers a chance to WIN every 
week!
Over $40,000 in prizes! For information 
about the contest and to enter, please visit 
DanielSmithBlog.com

http://danielsmithblog.com/
mailto:wsalabama@gmail.com
http://eugenchisnicean.com/


Dear WSA Member:

WSA appreciates your membership. 
Time is flying by and we are looking 
forward to another successful year.
 
The WSA membership year runs 
January 1st through Dec. 31st . Dues 
become delinquent after March 31st of 
the year. The Bylaws require that a 
member pay his/her dues each year 
continuously to maintain any points 
earned toward Signature 
Membership. Renewing members 
after April 1st are asked to pay a $5.00 
late fee.

Checks should be made payable to 
WSA in the amount of $30.00 and 
mailed to Membership Chair:

Heike Covell
11012 Willingham Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35803-2073

Please, notify us of any changes in 
your mailing address, phone, or 
Email address so that we may be able 
to contact you if necessary and send 
important information to you. The 
majority of WSA correspondence is 
done via Email these days. 

The membership form is available at 
the WSA website 
www.wsalabama.org as well as any 
other information you may need.

Watercolor Society of Alabama
Heike Covell
11012 Willingham Drive
Huntsville, AL 35803-2073


