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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

Nola Powell – Alabama 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Winter 2015 

 

President’s Notes: 

 
I hope each of you have had a Blessed Holiday Season 

and are now preparing for the 74
th
 National Exhibition in 

Fairhope, AL.  Please send your entries in soon so you 

can start the New Year off right. 

 

A quality exhibition like our 74
th
 takes a working and 

experienced team.  Thanks to Shirley Tucker, Susan 

Howell, Heike Covell, Toska Courbron, Lyn Gill, Peggy 

Brown and the Eastern Shore Art Center this exhibition 

will be one of the best of the best!  Jeanne Dobie will be 

the selection juror and Stan Miller will select the awards 

and teach a watercolor workshop.  His workshop is 

already full with a wait-list. Special thanks go to all 

Board members who provided their leadership to make 

this an exciting event.  Don’t forget the Artist Awards 

Reception on March 8, 2014 at the EASC. 

 

The WSA new business year started Oct 1 and has been 

a busy one for your Board members.  WSA is working 

hard to make your exhibition competition experience as 

simple as possible by setting up a Pay-Pal system. 

 Toska Courbron is also working on a new procedure for 

the On-Line Competition.  You’ll be hearing more about 

this in the near future. 

 

If you haven’t submitted your dues for 2015, which are 

due Jan 1
st
, please take time to do that now.  Also, 

consider donating to the Signature/Juried Awards 

program.  WSA needs your support.  Checks should be 

made to WSA and forwarded to Peggy Brown at the 

address on the Awards Form.   

 

I wish each of you success this coming New Year. 

 Paint, paint, paint! 

 

Jaceena Shepard  

President, WSA 
 

 

 



 

 

WSA members can get a 20% discount on the 

strongboxes made for shipping artwork from 

Air Float Systems. 

The coupon code you will need, whether 

ordering online or by phone is:  WSA  

Its website is:  www.airfloatsys.com  
Toll Free 1-800-445-2580 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Joan Blackburn’s painting “Red Rules” won the 
Founder’s Award at the Montana Watercolor Society’s 
National exhibition in Big Fork, MT in October.   Juror: 
Jean Pederson.  Joan’s book “Exploring the Abstract” is 
getting five star reviews on Amazon.  
 
Michael Sims is the recipient an Individual Artist 
Fellowship in Visual Arts for 2014-15 awarded by the 
Alabama State Council on the Arts.  
 
Toby Klein has a One-Person Art Exhibition at the 
Aldridge Gardens Art Gallery in Hoover Al from 
December 8, 2014 to January 31, 2015. 
 

 
Toby Klein, Colorful Enhancement 

 
Ann Pember, was selected to be published in the 2015 
Edition of Marquis Who’s Who of American Women.  

Ann has also had work selected to be in the following 
shows Pittsburgh Watercolor Society Aqueous Open, 
PA, in October; American artists Professional League 
86

th
 Grand National, Salmagundi Club New York City, in 

November, and Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club 118
th
 

Annual Open, National Arts Club, New York City in 
December.    
 
Laurie Goldstien-Warren will be teaching a portrait 
painting workshop at Cheap Joe’s in Boone NC.  For 
more information check out Cheap Joe’s website, early 
bird discount until January 30, 2015.  
 
Tom Francesconi, Watercolor Adventures in Tuscany 
Workshop, September 19-26 2015.   This is a plein air 
painting adventure among the countryside and hill towns 
of Tuscany, Italy. Reservations have already begun and 
class size is limited.     For more information visit 
www.lichiostro.com, or email Tom with questions at 
info@tomfrancesconi.com. 
 
Pat Corbin Henson won a merit award for her entry of 
“Airmail” in the WSA Members Showcase in 
Birmingham, Al 2014.  Her entry “Did You See That 
Elephant?” was also accepted to the show.    
 
Toni M. Elkins, of Columbia, SC, has won two finalists 
awards in The Artist Magazine Annual Competition.  She 
also won a merit award in this year’s SC STATE FAIR.    
 
Rick D. Adkins was the cover artist on the December 
issue of The Valley Planet Magazine with his watercolor 
painting “A JOLLY OL’ FELLA”.  Rick also won 3

rd
 place 

in Strathmore Artist’s Papers Spring and Summer Card 
Contest in December and his work “Hollyhocks” will be 
featured in a national promo with the company.    

 
 

Johanna Hanks, took People’s Chose for the Kansas 
Exhibit juried at the T. A. G. gallery, she has two works 
in the South Wind Gallery showing in Nov. and Dec. in 
Topeka.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is With Deepest Sympathy 

That on December 27
th

 Tommy Moorehead, 

of Talladega passed away. He was the 

Resident Artist at Heritage Hall Museum of 

Talladega and was instrumental in having 

several of our shows there....national as well 

as Alabama Members shows. He was 64 years 

old, and those of us who worked with him will 

remember him as being so pleasant and 

accommodating to work with. 

 

We extend our deepest sympathy and prayers 

for peace to the Moorehead family during 

their time of need.     

 

http://www.lichiostro.com/
mailto:info@tomfrancesconi.com


 
December Member’s Spotlight:  

Shirley J. Tucker 

 
Shirley has been selected as the first member to be 
featured in this new column of the newsletter.  Shirley is 
the WSA President Elect, and will be taking over the 
position soon.   Shirley took the time out of her busy 
schedule to sit down and answer a few questions with 
me this month.   Here is what we talked about.    
 

Shirley came to using water media after her early 
retirement from a 25 year career in math and 
engineering.   She began her formal art classes in 1997.   
Through practice and independent studies, she decided 
that watercolor was the most challenging medium and 
the one for her.   Watercolor paint is her preferred 
medium for most of her work.   She feels the versatility 
is one of the most important aspects of watercolors.   
Another important aspect of watercolor for Shirley is 
that there are also endless techniques and exciting ways 
to recreate any subject and express ideas on paper.   
She also stated that “Yes, water media may be 
somewhat challenging because of its fluid and unique 
properties, but the results can be spectacular.”  Shirley 
stated that the medium lends itself to portraiture in 
which she takes great interest and pleasure in creating.   
With a big grin Shirley states that the master Winslow 
Homer was her soul mate.  
 
Shirley first entered the Alabama Membership show in 
2011 and attended the general membership meeting to 
learn more about the organization.   The Hartselle Fine 
Arts Center in her home town was selected to be the 
venue for the National Exhibition in 2013.   She has 
served as the WSA Exhibition Chair and fell in love with 
the entire exhibition process.   In 2014 she was honored 
to serve once again when the National Exhibition was 
held at the Carnegie Visual Arts Center in Decatur.   She 
has been with the Society ever since that first entry in 
2011.   
 
I asked Shirley what she felt was the most important 
aspect of being involved with WSA or other Watercolor 
Societies; her response was very moving, and true.  She 
feels that artist gain a sense of community from being 

part of WSA.   That what they gain from the sharing 
common attitudes, interests, and goals, is a great way 
to grow as an artist.   I also asked her what would be the 
one piece of advice you would give new water media 
artists, she responded with some great advice, Join an 
art group.   Study, learn, paint, and have fun with fellow 
artists, while reserving some time for solitude and 
application of your art.   My next question for Shirley 
was what would be the one piece of advice you would 
give to a new WSA member:  she felt that the greatest 
advice she could give was for new members to take 
advantage of your membership benefits.   There are so 
many opportunities to promote you and your art 
through WSA webpage, Facebook, and the newsletter.    
 
In closing Shirley’s hope for the Society is to continue on 
the path of excellence in watercolor competitions and 
provide rewarding experiences to artists nationwide.  
One goal in the works is an online juried online juried 
national competition.   WSA goals cannot be met 
without dedicated workers; therefore, we must seek to 
attract volunteers to complement the multi-talented 
team serving today.    

  
 

HISTORIAN 
Any articles, photos or other material 
concerning WSA and its exhibitions or other 
events should be sent to: 
 
Peggy M. Brown 

3520 McGhee PL CT S 

Montgomery, AL 36111-3339 
Email:  peggybrownart@charter.net 

 

DISCOUNT FROM AMERICAN FRAME 

American Frame is now offering a 5% discount 
directly to WSA members. Artists who are 
members of WSA will receive the discount by 
using the following code when ordering:  
ALLIANCE12_5%  
Free UPS Ground shipping on orders over $50 

 

Member Spotlight Nominations  

We will be adding two new sections to the newsletter coming 

soon.   One is the Members Spot Light!   I am asking for you to 

send me your nominations for deserving members to be 

featured in the newsletter!   Send me there names and email 

address to wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com by March 18th with 

the subject line:  Members Spot Light 

 

mailto:peggybrownart@charter.net
mailto:wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com


 
 
 
Dear WSA Member:  
 
WSA appreciates your membership.  
 
Time is flying by and suddenly autumn has arrived. 
We are looking forward to another successful year 
in 2015.  
 
The WSA membership year runs January 1st 
through Dec. 31st.  Your membership becomes 
dormant annually on 31 March if no dues renewal 
has been received by then. The Bylaws require that 
a member pay his/her dues each year continuously 
to maintain any points earned toward Signature 
Membership. Renewing members after April 1st are 
asked to pay a $5.00 late fee.  
 
Checks should be made payable to WSA in the 
amount of $30.00 and mailed to Membership Chair:  
 
Heike Covell  
11012 Willingham Dr.  
Huntsville, AL 35803-2073  
 
Please, notify us of any changes in your mailing 
address, phone, or Email address so that we may 
be able to contact you if necessary and send 
important information to you. The majority of WSA 
correspondence is done via Email these days.  
 
The membership form is available at the WSA 
website www.wsalabama.org as well as any other 
information you may need. 

 
 

 
Name______________________________ 
 
Address____________________________ 
 
City________________________________ 

 
State_______ Zip_____________________ 

 
PH________________________________ 

 
Email______________________________ 

 
Website____________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Watercolor Society of Alabama 
Rick D. Adkins  

522 S. Beaty Street  

Athens, Al 35611 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSA NEWSLETTER info… 
Please submit any information, (including news, 
workshops you are teaching, photos, etc) from our 
members that you would like to see included in our 
quarterly newsletter to: 

Rick D. Adkins 
522 S. Beaty Street 
Athens, AL 35611 

Email: wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR Submissions for the  
WSA WINTER NEWSLETTER: 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Use the Subject line:  Members News 

(I have received a number of emails this quarter.  

We can only fit so much in the newsletter if your 

email is not submitted correctly it may not be read.   

Please do not send your information to anyone 

else forwarded emails will not be included in the 

newsletter due to problems with attachments not 

coming when forwarded to the newsletter email 

address.   Use the email address above only!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a website and would like a link 

from your name on the WSA Members page of 

the WSA website to your own website, send 

the information to Toska M. Courbron at 

webmasterwsalabama@gmail.com.  

Because of the current privacy law, we do not 

add links to your website automatically.  We 

do this only upon request. 

mailto:wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com
mailto:webmasterwsalabama@gmail.com

