
Miller!  Our very special 

thanks goes to you for leading 

us through such a dynamic 

and rewarding experience. 

 

I would like to welcome all 

artists who have become new 

WSA members.  We do hope 

that you will participate in 

future exhibitions and volun-

teer to help WSA in some 

way.  We are so happy that 

you chose to become a part of 

our organization. 

 

I am so very privileged and 

indeed proud to have been a 

part of this grand celebration 

and to have served you as 

your President.  Visit WSA 

website and Facebook to see 

all of the photos. 

 

Jaceena Shepard  

President, WSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Notes: 

It was indeed an honor and privi-

lege to be in the midst of 100 

honored artists whose artwork is 

being exhibited at the WSA 74th 

National Exhibition at the Eastern 

Shore Art Center  (ESAC) in Fair-

hope, AL.  The amazing quality of 

the artwork and body of artist 

talent represents the best of water 

media in the USA. 

 

It was such an exciting and fun 

day at the exhibition Awards Re-

ception.  Our indebtedness goes to 

Jeanne Dobie who served as the 

Selection Juror of 100 paintings to 

be exhibited.  Mr. Stan Miller, 

Awards Judge, selected recipients 

to receive approximately $7000 in 

monetary, merchandise and gift 

certificate awards from our won-

derful responsive Patrons.  WSA 

was able to designate three Signa-

ture Awards and two Juried 

Awards made possible by member 

donations. To each of you who 

contributed, we at WSA are so 

appreciative. 

 

WSA is grateful to Kate Fisher, 

her staff, and the ESAC 

Board of Directors for permit-

ting WSA to present our Na-

tional Exhibition at the East-

ern Shore Art Center.  Their 

professionalism and artistic 

design effort produced a won-

derful and balanced showing 

of water media art from 

throughout the US.  Their Art 

Walk reception pulled in 

more than 500 visitors alone, 

not to mention the many at-

tendees at the Awards Recep-

tion.  Our hats are off to 

ESAC and we do hope to 

show at that venue again in 

the future. 

 

 WSA has the best supporting 

members, without whom we 

could never establish a public 

following to our Exhibitions.  

I can never tell you how many 

hours of superb effort it took 

to make this Exhibition hap-

pen, but I do want to person-

ally thank the Exhibition 

Team: Shirley Tucker, Lyn 

Gil, Toska Courbron, Peggy 

Milburn Brown, Susan How-

ell, Heike Covell,  Corky 

Goldman, and Deborah Hall.  

We thank each of you for 

your devotion to WSA. 

 

It was so rewarding to have 

Mr. Stan Miller as the Work-

shop Instructor.  It was a great 

class and all participants ad-

mitted “they still can learn 

something new,” especially 

when it is so much fun.  The 

three days passed so fast but 

they won’t soon be forgotten!  

Tremendous instruction, Mr. 

President’s Message 
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When I spoke to Marjoryn 

on the phone I realized she 

was extremely humble and 

passionate at the same time about 

her artistic career as well as 

WSA: (which was very exciting to 

me because she embodied every-

thing this column was created to 

represent).    So I am very 

pleased to introduce to all the 

WSA members a chance to learn 

about a wonderful kind hearted 

fellow member Marjoryn Creigh-

ton: 

Marjoryn Creighton a Birming-

ham, Alabama based artist who 

has been painting in Watermedia 

for about thirty-five years and a 

member of WSA for about 

twenty-five years:  her involve-

ment with WSA came about after 

her meeting a group of painters in 

the Mt. Brook Art Association.   I 

learned through others that dur-

ing her time as a WSA member 

Marjoryn has served on the board in differ-

ent ways and has been a champion for the 

Society.   Marjoryn’s choice for her water 

media paintings would have to be by far 

transparent watercolors which offer her 

endless possibilities and creative expression 

in her paintings.  When I asked what do 

you see as the most important aspect of 

water media? Marjoryn responded with a 

simple but profound “The fact that it is so 

transparent.”   The transparent aspect of 

watercolors works wonderfully with her 

techniques to make her paintings glow.    

When asked about her advice for new art-

ists and members she had these words to 

share; “Never give up and paint, paint, 

paint!”  “I would also encourage them to 

enter shows.”  Marjoryn’s response when 

asked what do you see as an artist to be 

the most important aspect of being in-

volved with WSA or any of the other soci-

ety in general, “I think it is a good way to 

get to know other artists and enter WSA 

shows.   It is also good to see other artist’s 

work.”   

 In closing I asked her what 

would be her hope for WSA in 

the future.    Marjoryn’s re-

sponse I feel embodies my first 

impression from that initial 

phone conversation; with the 

humblest and gracious re-

sponse of her hoping that WSA 

will continue to be the quality 

organization that it is today.    

 

MEMBERS SPOTLIGHT   

Walt Costilow:  Walt’s painting To-

kyo Crossing (night painting of down-

town Tokyo) was on exhibit in the 

Mississippi Watercolor Society Grand 

National Exhibit  at the Mississippi 

Museum of Art during October.  His 

painting French Text (a France street 

restaurant scene) is currently on ex-

hibit in the Georgia Watercolor Soci-

ety’s 2015 National Exhibit at Ogle-

thorpe University Museum of Art in 

Atlanta.   French Flowers (French 

window Flowers)  is on exhibit at the 

Watercolor Society of Alabama Na-

tional Exhibit at the Eastern Shore Art 

Center in Fairhope, Alabama.   His 

painting, Hilltop (Appalachian Trail 

scene),  will be on exhibit in the Texas 

Watercolor Society National Exhibit at the Radius 

Center in San Antonio, Texas in April.   

Laurie Goldstein-Warren:  Laurie’s painting My 

Brother’s Keeper was chosen as one of the top twenty 

in the International Watercolor Society’s exhibition in 

Turkey 

Ann Pember:  Ann had paintings juried into the 

American Watercolor Society’s 148th International  at 

the Salmagundi Club in New York in April, the Water-

color Missouri International; St. Louis, MO in April, 

the Fallbrook Art Center Signature American Water-

media National, in CA.   March-April, Rockies West 

National, Western Colorado Watercolor Society, Wa-

tercolor Society of Alabama 74th Annual Exhibition at 

the Eastern Shore Art Center; where she won the Pa-

tron Fine Arts Award.    

 

Diane Schmidt:  has a painting accepted 

in the 2015 American Watercolor Society 

Exhibit.   She won a merit award in the 

2015 WASH exhibit and currently has 

work in four other national shows.  She 

was a finalist in the 2014 Artist’s Maga-

zine’s Contest in the experimental cate-

gory.    

Gloria Baker:   This was her 3rd straight 

year being accepted in The 6th Annual 

Signature American Watermedia at the 

Fallbrook Art Center in Fallbrook, Cali-

fornia.   The 74th Annual Watercolor 

Society of Alabama  National Exhibition  

held at the Fairhope Art Center in Fair-

hope, Alabama.    

Artist’s gain a 

sense of 

community from 

being part of  

WSA. 
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Suzanne Accetta - Ohio 

John F. Adams – Washington 

Deborah Allen – Alabama 

Sondra Carlisle - Alabama 

Sandra Carpenter - Mississippi 

Jean Ann Feneis - Virginia 

Gayle D. Franklin - Alabama 

Deborah Guy – Alabama 

Karen Hamm - Alabama 

Donna Smith Lesher - Alabama 

Betty Matthews - Alabama 

Marta Pate - Texas 

Monika Pate - Texas 

Deanie Skaggs - Florida 

Susie Wallace - Alabama 

Delores Wells - Alabama 

ety, and the Southern Water-

color Society 2015 exhibits.   

He was awarded signature 

status  in the Georgia Water-

color Society.   His watercol-

ors were also featured in the 

hardbound publication, “The 

Artistic Touch, #6”. 

Peggy Milburn Brown, 

Toska Courbron, & Joan 

DiLaura,   

Will have a group show at  

The Anita P. Folmar  Gallery 

in Montgomery, Al .   Open-

ing reception will be Sunday, 

Tuva Stephens:  Her painting 

Dancing Color  received the Bank 

First Award, Mississippi Grand 

National, juror, Judi Betts.   Silver 

Thunder accepted into the 2014 

Watercolor West International 

Exhibition and the TWSA 2015 

Exhibition.  Reminiscing  was ac-

cepted into the Southern Water-

color Society 2015 Exhibition in 

Clarksville, TN, May—July, Cus-

toms House Museum.    

Christopher Wynn,  was accepted 

into three national watercolor  ven-

ues recently:   Georgia Watercolor 

Society, Alabama Watercolor Soci-

April 12th from 2 till 4.   Artwork will 

be on display until April 

22nd 2015  

Autry Dye,  her painting 

titled, “The Pioneers” was 

accepted in the Paint the 

Parks exhibition , and will 

be part of a traveling exhibi-

tion for a year and a half 

with the National Park Ser-

vice.    

 

New Members: 

Kudos! Continued  

Webmaster’s Corner  

Member Spotlight 

Nominations  

How to nominate  a member 

for the Members Spot Light!   

I am asking for you to send 

me your nominations for 

deserving members to be 

featured in the newsletter!   

Send me there names and 

email address to 

wsanewslettereditor@gmail.

com by June 18th with the 

subject line:  Members Spot 

Light Member Spotlight 

Nominations  
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HISTORIAN NOTE: 
 
Any articles, photos or other material concern-

ing WSA and its exhibitions or other events 

should be sent to: 
 

Peggy M. Brown 

3520 McGehee PL CT S 

Montgomery, AL 36111-3339 

Email:  peggybrownart@charter.net 

If you have a website and would like a link from your name on the WSA Members page of the WSA 
website to your own website, send the information to Toska M. Courbron at webmasterwsala-

bama@gmail.com.  

Because of the current privacy law, we do not add links to your website automatically.  We do this only 
upon request. 

mailto:wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com
mailto:wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com
mailto:peggybrownart@charter.net
mailto:webmasterwsalabama@gmail.com
mailto:webmasterwsalabama@gmail.com


News Letter Submission Guide Lines  

WSA Members Discounts 

DISCOUNT OFFER FROM AIR FLOAT 

SYSTEMS 

WSA member can get a 20% discount on the 

strongboxes made for shipping artwork from AIR 

FLOAT SYSTEMS.  The coupon code you will 

need, whether ordering online of by phone is 

WSA 

Their website is:  www.airfloatsys.com  

Call toll free 1-800-445-2580  

DISCOUNT OFFER FROM AMERICAN 

FRAME 

American Frame is now offering a 5% discount 

directly to WSA members.   Members of WSA 

will receive the discount by using the following 

code when ordering ALLIANCE112_5%  Free 

UPS Ground Shipping on orders over $50 
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20% 

off 

 

Newsletter Guidelines:  
WE ARE PROUD THAT OUR MEMBERS ACHEVIE SO MANY ACCOLADES, THEREFORE WE ARE LIMITED  

TO WHAT WE CAN INCLUDE.   

 

WE PRINT  the following for our members:  

 Awards (from National or International Exhibits open to all artists.  Indicate the Award [s] you received.)   

 Recent publications that include your work 

 Special honors (i.e., Signature membership to national art groups; serving as Juror; having work added to permanent 

collections, etc.) 

 Inclusions in invitational, solo, two-artist , or group exhibitions  

WE DO NOT PRINT:  

 ITEMS OVER SIX MONTHS OLD 

 WSA Have The Right To Edit Any And All Submissions. 
Submitted material will be edited if it does not conform to the above criteria OR in order to fit space available.    
REQUIREMENTS:  

 Indicate your member status (Signature , Associate, or Juried)  

 KUDOS (formally members news): FORMAT YOUR SUBMISSION IN THE 3RD PERSON.   Use the Kudos 
section in this newsletter as a guide.   Be specific about titles and dates.  Photos need to be in the format below . 

 ARTICLES will be reviewed for content and relevancy.   WSA reserves the right to accept or reject  articles, 
and edit them to fit.  

 IN MEMORIAM:   If you know of  the passing of a member current or past please send information.    

 Workshops section: must contain dates, title, location, and price and registration information (i.e. website)  

 PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD EMAILS TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR!   EMAILS MUST COME 
FROM THE MEMBER SUBMITTING  

 

ALL PHOTOS SHOULD  BE LABLED AS FOLLOWED : 

 

Last name, First name, title    set at 100 to 150 dpi  

 

Just like your entering a show ! 

 

Submission Guidelines Continued:  

Call for Entries: Submitted and applicable to WSA 

will be posted on our website, Facebook Page, and 

Newsletter (policy being addressed at this time. )      

 

DEADLINES:  

Spring: ; Summer: June 18th; Fall: September 

12th; Winter December 15th:  

ONLINE PREFERRED: 

wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com 

Only send your information to this email not to 

any other member for them to forward for you.   

Things are being lost when forwarded, this is a 

way for me to make sure that all your content 

gets inside.   This email address will be used by 

all editors.    

MAIL-IN  Rick D. Adkins WSA Newsletter Editor, 

522 S. Beaty Street, Athens , Alabama  35768  

If your using snail-mail mail your information 3 weeks 

before deadline.    

 



 

Toska Courbron, “Think Paint” June 5-7 

2015,  at the Arts Revive, in Selma, Al  June 

5, 6,& 7 2015.   The Workshop is sponsored 

by the Selma Art Guild and Gallery.   Time: 

9 Am till 4 PM each day.   Registration fee is 

$200 until May 1st, then $250 there after.   

Class size is 

limited.    

Register 

here:   http://

toskacour-

bronart.com/

watercolor-

workshop-

selma/ 

 

 

 

Theodora Tilton, Painting Creation 

Workshop July 17-19, 2015.   Come 

explore the natural world through paint-

ing with award-winning artist and teacher 

Theodora Tilton.   Designed to take stu-

dents out in the field to paint in “plein 

aire”in the beautiful mountains surround-

ing historic Shrine Mont.   $285 per per-

son  Double occupancy $310 per person 

Single occupancy (rates include all meals 

and fees)  

 For more information and to register 

visit:  http://www.shrinemont.com/v.php?

pg=26  

Laurie Goldstein-Warren: Limited 

Palette Portraits,  May 11-15, Laurie 

will be offering a workshop  on painting 

the portrait using a limited palette at 

Cheap Joe’s in Boone, NC.     

Ann Pember,  3 Day Workshop  May 4-6.   Ann 

will be teaching a three day workshop at the Colo-

nie Art League near Albany, NY this May.   Con-

tact: Kristin Woodward, President/Workshop Co-

ordinator Sponsor:   Colonie Art League, Inc.  P. 

O. Box 941, Latham, Ny phone: Kristin @ 518-

783-1828 or email: Kris-

tin.woodward@earthlink.net  

Christopher Wynn,   Plein Aire workshop in 

Monterey Bay California , October 11-16 2015  

The Monterey Peninsula has been called the great-

est meeting of land, sea, and sky and is recognized 

as an ideal painting & vacation destination.   For 

more information contact Diana Robinson at 

forartssake@verizon.net or 804-740-1400  

Society among others.   She 

is the author of the best 

selling book, Making Col-

ors Sing and was honored 

as one of the 20 Great 

Teachers featured in the 

Watercolor Magazine Fall 

2006 Collector’s Edition.   

 

This years award judge was 

Stan Miller who is a signa-

ture member and award 

winner with the American 

Watercolor Society.  In 

2011 he received first place 

in painting at the Art in the 

Pearl Fair, in Portland, Ore-

gon.   In 2004 he received a 

first award in the Artist’s 

Magazine competition for 

landscapes.   He gives work-

shops around the US  as well as 

in Canada.    

This year's exhibition featured 

100 works by artists represent-

ing eighteen states.    

 

Award Recipients include  

Chris Krupinski 

“Pomegranates and Cranber-

ries”  

James Brantley  “A Peeling” 

Z. L. Feng “Red Scarf”  

 
Congratulations to all the artists 

selected for the WSA 74th National 

Exhibition at the Eastern Shore Art 

Center in Fairhope, Alabama.   

 

The 74th Exhibition Selection Juror 

was Jeanne Dobie or West Vir-

ginia.   Nationally known as a wa-

tercolorist, juror, educator, and 

author.   Jeanne is also a Signature 

Member of the American Water-

color Society, National Watercolor 

Society and Watercolor Honor 

Steven Garst “Nesting Blue”  

Iain Stewart “On The Canal-

Amersterdam” 

Derald Eastman “Vernazza”  

Marion Hylton  “Death Angel” 

Keiko Yasuoka “Before the 

Crowds” 

 Vicki Monette  “Tea Palms” 

Nancy Paden  ‘The Lookout”  

Lynne Kroll  “Meditation”  
Kay Stern “Getting Ready For A 

New Day” 
Sandra Carpenter “Café’ Du 

Monde” 

Ardythe Jolliff “Lonely Lotus” 

Philomena Sculco “Thirsty 

Anemones”  

Martha Matherne “Keeping 

Watch”  

E. Jane Stoddard “ Artist In 

Residence”  

Ann Pember  “Magical Marsh”  

Chenghao Li  “Afar-Harbour” 

Mary P. Spellings  “A Tender 

Touch” 

 

WSA would like to thank each 

artist for sharing your gift with 

us.   We look forward to seeing 

many more wonderful works of 

art by such talented artists.     

Upcoming Workshops Taught by Members  

100 Paintings, from 18 

states, 20 Awards, 

equals The WSA 74th 

National Exhibition at the 

Eastern Shores Art Center 

in Fairhope, Alabama.   

To see all the paintings 

check out the WSA 

website.  http://

watercolorsocietyofal.org 
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WSA  74th National  Exhibition Information 
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http://toskacourbronart.com/watercolor-workshop-selma/
http://www.shrinemont.com/v.php?pg=26
http://www.shrinemont.com/v.php?pg=26


 

Winter has blanketed our 

area in snow and it provides 

a wonderful opportunity to 

observe edges and study 

how the light creates them. 

Look at the world around 

you and notice how many 

edges are really defined and 

sharp. There are many edges 

outside our area of focus, or 

not well illuminated, which 

we do not see sharply. Keep 

this in mind as you paint.  

Be sure you do not carefully 

define every edge of every 

object. That would be unre-

alistic, although it could be 

utilized to create a stylized, 

or abstract work of art. If 

you choose to do that, do so 

knowing that is your goal 

and exploit it fully. How-

ever, if you intend to create 

a realistic work, be sure to 

have a good distribution and 

variety of hard and soft 

edges. Your paintings will 

be more believable and will 

invite the viewer to move 

t h r o u g h  t h e  p i e c e .

              
Use hard edges to define the 

subject and important shapes 

where the light is strongest 

and use soft edges to allow 

movement through the paint-

ing. The hard edges will stop 

the viewer’s eye, so be sure 

to design the painting with 

this in mind. Too many hard 

edges create confusion about 

where the focal point is. A 

painting with all soft edges 

will be boring, with no focus 

to draw the viewer’s attention   

The texture of broken edges, 

or chatter marks, will   also 

draw attention and should be 

quieted if they are distracting. 

Do that by softening the area 

with a clean damp brush. 

Prevent them by wetting the 

paper surface there before 

painting to create a soft edge; 

or carefully paint on dry pa-

per using enough paint to 

make a hard edge. If there is 

not enough paint on the brush 

it will make a dry brush mark 

as it skips over the surface. 

This kind of paint quality can 

be very distracting when it 

occurs within the painted 

area. It is useful to convey 

areas of texture, such as 

rough siding or a roof on a 

building. However, if this 

happens within a smooth 

flower petal, it will draw at-

tention and create confusion 

of the shape and details of the 

petal. It is not always a pain-

terly way of stating a pas-

sage. It just means you did 

not pick up enough paint to 

cover the paper. Be inten-

Edges are Very Important  Element.  By Ann Pember 

tional about how you apply paint to 

paper. 

Paint with conviction and care. Decide 

what kind of result you desire and 

think about how to produce it. Envi-

sion it before you touch paint to paper!

 Hard Edges     Soft Edges

“CLOSE-HAULED”  Soft Edges  
Hard Edges 

In this painting the use of hard and soft 

edges make the painting work. The hard 

edges define the subject and the soft edges 

support it without screaming for attention. 

Soft edges were created by painting on wet 

paper, or by softening with a damp brush. 

Hard edges were carefully stated using 

enough paint.    
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WSA Sponsors News 

Checks should be made payable 

to WSA in the amount of $30.00 

(plus $5.00) and Mailed to Mem-
bership Chair: 

 Heike Covell 

11012 Willingham Dr. 

Huntsville, AL 35803 

 

As always, please, notify me of 

any changes in your mailing ad-

dress, phone, or Email address so 

that we may be able to contact 

you if necessary and to keep you 

informed. The majority of WSA 

correspondence is done via 

Email these days. 

 

The membership form is avail-

able at the WSA website 

www.watercolorsocietyofal.org 

as well as any other infor-

mation you may need. 

 

Enjoy your springtime and 

Happy Painting! 

 

 

From the Membership Director’s Desk 

 

as patrons of the arts in 

Alabama and beyond. 

 

The Companies/

Organizations listed be-

low are the 2015 WSA 

Sponsors: 

Blick Art Materials 

Cheap Joe’s Art Stuff 

Chroma, Inc. 

Creative Catalyst Pro-

ductions, Inc. 

Fred Blackburn Memo-

rial 

Georgia Watercolor So-

ciety 

Golden Artist Colors 

J. Michael Monroe 

Jack Richeson & Co., 

Inc 

M. Graham & Co. 

Salis International, Inc. 

Southern Watercolor So-

ciety 

Tallahassee Watercolor 

Society 

 

WSA accepts help with 

monetary awards, merchan-

dise awards, or service in 

kind for its National or Ala-

bama Juried Art Exhibitions.  

For more information on how 

to become a Sponsor, please 

contact: 

Jaceena Shepard, President 

jaeshep@aol.com  

Shirley Tucker, President 

Elect sjtuck41@att.net 

THANK YOU, 

WSA members, donors and 

patrons of the Arts for pro-

viding essential support 

that enabled us to bring the 

74th National Annual Exhi-

bition to the  Eastern Shore 

Art Center in Fairhope.  We 

rely heavily on the generos-

ity of our donors to offer 

awards that attract the best 

watercolor entries nation-

wide.  Thank you for in-

vesting in WSA and help-

ing us achieve our goal of 

enriching lives through the 

transformative power of art. 

We welcome and appreci-

ate the financial support of 

all WSA members, as well 
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Dear WSA Members  

WSA appreciates your member-

ship.  

Most of you have renewed their 

membership for 2015 but if you are 

unsure whether you have renewed - 

and before possibly sending your 

dues twice - please contact Heike 

at 256-880-9661 or Email her at 

stuttgart80@knology.net 

The WSA membership year starts 

on January 1st and runs December 

31st. Renewing members after April 

1st are asked to pay a $5.00 late 

fee. The WSA Bylaws require that 

a member pay his/her dues each 

year continuously to maintain any 

points earned toward Signature 

membership or advanced Signature 

membership. 

 



WSA Promoting and Supporting 
Watermedia Since 1939 

Watercolor Society of Alabama 

Rick D. Adkins  

522 S. Beaty Street  

Athens, Al 35611 

How to
 get  

Publish
ed!!! 

 

We encourage our members to write 

about their personal creative process for 

publication in the newsletter. They may 

be included as space is available.  Pho-

tos may be submitted to enhance the 

short article.  All submitted material 

will be subject to editing. 

 

Send submissions to Rick at  

wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com  with 

the subject line article for submission  


