
  

 
Watercolor Society of Alabama News  

Summer 2015  Volume 76, Number 78 
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President: Jaceena F. Shepard 

President Elect: Shirley J. Tucker  
First Vice President: Jaceena F. 
Shepard (Exhibition Co Director) 
 Second Vice President: Heike 

Covell(Membership Director)  
Third Vice President: Winnie K. 
Cooper (Publicity Co-Director)  

Treasurer: Corky Goldman  
Recording Secretary: Melinda 
Mathews  
Corresponding Secretary: Tora 
Johnson  
Historian: Peggy Milburn Brown 
Parliamentarian: Tora Johnson 

Exhibition Co-Director: Shirley J. 
Tucker 
Publicity Co-Director: Lyn Gill 
Newsletter Directors: Rick D. Adkins 
– Editor; Hard Copies Toska 

Courbron – Email Copies 

 Director of Regional 
Representatives: Vacant   
Website Director/Webmaster: Toska 
M. Courbron  
Workshop Director (Members’ 
Show): Charlotte McDavid  
Workshop Director (74th National): 

Susan I. C. Howell 
 Regional Representative Director:  
vacant 

Contact Us 

http://watercolorsocietyofal.org 

wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com 

 

WSA NEWSLETTER info… 

Please submit any information, 
(including news, workshops you are 
teaching, photos, etc) from our 
members that you would like to see 
included in our quarterly newsletter to: 
Rick D. Adkins 
522 S. Beaty Street 
Athens, AL 35611 

Email: wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com 

WSA President’s Message  
It has been a hot summer in the South; no time for southern plein air painting for us “older” 

artists! However, hot weather has not stopped studio painting for the Alabama Artists. 

We are preparing for our Alabama Member Artist Showcase in September at the 

Birmingham Public Library.  I wish all of you success in being accepted into the showcase. 

Below is the Schedule: 

Aug 15:  Notification of Acceptance on WSA Web site/postal "began 

Sep 8-Sep 11:  Shipped work due at Birmingham Public Library 

Sep 12, (Sat):  Hand Carried Work Due (10:00 AM – 2:00 PM) – 4
th

 Floor Gallery 

Sep 12, (Sat):  Annual Member’s Meeting (2:00 PM – 3:00 PM) 

Sep 17 – 19, (Thurs – Sat): Workshop with Don Taylor – Forstall Art (info on web) 

Sep 20, (Sun):  Award Ceremony and Opening Reception (2:30 PM – 4:30) – 4
th

 Floor   

      Gallery 

Oct 31, (Sat):  Painting Pick Up – 4
th

 Floor Gallery (10:00AM – 2:00PM) 

 

Please review your mailed letter of acceptance for NEW Shipping and Delivery 

Instructions.  Failure to read and implement the requirements could cause disqualification 

of your acceptance; please don’t let that happen.  Every painting must have your signed 

Entry Form attached to the back of the painting being delivered.  Check Frequently Asked 

Questions on the WSA Web for answers to your framing questions. 

 

Don’t forget to sign up for the Don Taylor Workshop that will be held at Forstall Art in 

Birmingham, AL.  Check out the WSA Web (watercolorsocietyofal.org) for all the 

workshop information and Entry Form.  You will find this to be a very exciting and great 

learning experience.  Look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Plaudits go to Charlotte McDavid, AMS Showcase Director, Shirley Tucker, President 

Elect, Heike Covell, Membership Chair, Corky Goldman, Treasurer, and Toska Courbron, 

Web Master, for the multitude of tasks they have accomplished to make the Fall Showcase 

a wonderful exhibition.  Thanks also to all the Board Members for their great support 

provided to our WSA membership.  Our year under their direction has proven to be so very 

successful.   As we move on toward a new year with the election of new Board/Officers at 

the annual meeting in Sep, I ask each of you to give back to our Watercolor Organization 

so we may continue to prosper through great leadership that will expand WSA efforts to 

new experiences for the entire art community.  As a volunteer, your effort is 

priceless….even a few hours a month is of great benefit.  If you don’t have extra time, a 

donation of any size will help support the awards program for our National Annual 

Exhibition.  All is much appreciated. I personally want to thank our entire membership for 

your continued support of me as your President.  It has been a journey filled with the good 

times one hopes for while serving; I will never fail to be grateful for the opportunity. 

 

As this is my last President’s message, I would like to share with you a meditation I keep 

posted at my computer and read it daily.  Bob Tippee of Texas wrote this and it is so 

applicable to all artists. 

 

“It is usually dark each morning when I drive to work.  But the proprietor of an art and 

frame shop I pass leaves on lights in the gallery.  The dozen or so paintings visible through 

the display window combine into a mosaic of colors that brightens my day.  However, my 

uplifted spirit comes from more than a splash of pretty colors before dawn.  In each of 

those paintings, I see the work of an artist who has found special meaning in some glimpse 

of God’s creation and has employed talent and training to express this meaning on canvas.  
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DEADLINE FOR Submissions for 

the  

WSA Fall NEWSLETTER: 
Monday, October 12, 2015 

 

 

New Members 
Gail Brendle Benson - Alabama 

Michael Davis - Alabama 

Florene S. Galese - Alabama 

Sheila Horne - Alabama 

Catherine G. Moeller - Alabama 

Tonya Whigham – Alabama 

 

 

WSA Members BST 
(buy, sale, trade) 

 
Nanette L. Jones has a number 

of art books and craft books for 

sale.  If you're interested in 

receiving a list of the ones 

available, contact Nanette at:  

nanetteljones@att.net or write 

to her at 8943 Tara Circle, 

Milton, FL 32583 or call her at 

850-981-2619. 

 

Ian Stewart: Has Sets of 3 DVDs 

available through 

Northlightshop.com distributed 

and created in conjunction with 

Artist’s Network. 
 

 

Our Condolences go out to 

long-time member Winnie 

Cooper on the passing of her 

husband Charles.   His 

funeral was held on July 

22nd. 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether or not the artists intend it, I consider their work a message from God to me.  We 

can’t see God.  Yet we live and are special parts of a masterpiece God is painting.  And 

what an awesome work it is!  The best part about it is the infinite number of ways God 

gives us to participate in a creation that never ends, to share the meanings we find in it with 

one another, and to see our Creator’s handiwork wherever we look.  Thank you, Generous 

Provider, for the gift of your creation and of our lives within it.  Help us to make creative 

use of everything we have received from you.” 

 

God Bless You All, and God Bless WSA!   

 

 Jaceena Shepard, WSA President, 2015 

 

Members Spotlight 

 Heike Covell is our Spotlight Member for the Summer 
Newsletter.    Many of you know that Heike wears many hats around WSA.  
Some that you probably don’t even know about.    So it is my pleasure to do this 
brief article to honor and spotlight Heike.    

 

 So Heike and I sat down for a brief interview recently and I got to know the 
person behind the Membership Chair.    These are some of the things that I 
learned. Heike when did you start using watercolors?  “Initially I got acquainted 
with watercolor during my school years in Germany. Then in the early 1980's, 
when my husband got stationed in North Carolina, I took classes on and off for 
about 3 years at the Fayetteville Museum of Art. The classes were sponsored by 
the Fayetteville Technical Institute. Over the years I have taken numerous 
workshops and continued painting whenever I had a chance.”  When and how 
did you get involved with WSA? “I joined WSA in 2003.”  “After many moves 
inside the US and back and forth to Germany twice - one time with our Great 
Dane, which was an adventure in itself - we settled down in Huntsville, AL. I 
heard of WSA from an artist friend after moving to Huntsville in 2001 and wrote a 
letter to Nanette Jones, WSA. At the time I was not sure if anyone could join or if 
one had to send samples of one's art work. She replied with a letter that anyone 
could join and she hoped I would become a member.”   

 

So What do you feel to be the most important aspect of Watermedia? “The most 
important aspect of water media to me is its versatility. Water media may be 
applied to many suitable surfaces and it takes on different appearances 
depending on the applied technique and surface used.”   What’s your favorite 
media to work with? “Watercolor is my first love. I also enjoy working with ink 
(pours) and acrylic.”   So what do you enjoy about being involved with WSA; 
since you are a board member?  “I enjoy being in contact with other artists I 
would not have known otherwise. Being involved with WSA and other societies 
has helped me to grow as an artist.” 
 
In closing what words of advice do you have for new WSA members and Artists?  
“The advice I would give to new water media artists: Be patient and enjoy "the 
ride.  New WSA members should enter the exhibitions and become involved as 
an active member.”   I had just one other question for Heike before we go.  I 
wanted to know where she saw WSA in the future and what her hopes for WSA 
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DISCOUNT FROM AMERICAN 
FRAME 
American Frame is now offering a 

5% discount directly to WSA 

members. Artists who are 

members of WSA will receive the 

discount by using the following 

code when ordering:  

ALLIANCE12_5%  

Free UPS Ground shipping on 

orders over $50 

 

If you have a website and would like 
a link from your name on the WSA 
Members page of the WSA website 
to your own website, send the 
information to Toska M. Courbron at 
webmasterwsalabama@gmail.com. 

Because of the current privacy law, 

we do not add links to your website 
automatically.  We do this only upon 
request. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Submission Guide Lines: 
Items not fitting this format will be 

returned to you to fix or will not be 

were.  “I hope that WSA continues to grow on a national level and maintains its 
purpose of advancing the art of water media painting. Additionally that it 
continues to contribute to the enrichment of the cultural environment of the State 
of Alabama.” 
 
I want to thank Heike for taking the time to talk to me and answer some 
questions.    If you know someone that you would like to see featured in the 
members spotlight please email me their name and information so that I may 
contact them.   Send to wsanewslettereditor@gmail.com subject line Members 
Spot Light.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Adams:  Received the Jurors 

Choice/Best of Show Award for his painting 

Mystery at the 7th Annual Alchemy of the 

Abstract Exhibition held at the Northwind 

Arts Center in Port Townsend, WA in June.    

Don Taylor:  Has won the Jack Richeson Award in the 66th Annual 

Texas Watercolor Society Exhibit.   He has been extended signature 

membership in the Hudson Valley Art Association with his 3rd 

Acceptance and his painting Gators has been accepted in the NWS 

Annual Members Exhibit.  Don was also designated an elected fellow in 

the American Artists Professional League after 3 acceptances.    

Walt Costilow:  Was honored with the acceptance of his work 

Showtime in the American Society of Aviation Artists (ASAA) 2015 

International Aerospace Art Exhibition at the National Museum of the 

Mighty Eighth Air Force Gallery in Savannah Georgia.    

Iain Stewart:  Apse End Notre Dame was accepted for first annual 

NWS /Shenzhen small works exhibition in China.   The Chestnut Vendor 

1st Honorable mention at Louisiana Watercolor Society International 

Exhibition.   To the Queensboro Bridge on exhibition at the Salmagundi 

Club for the American Watercolor Society.  Juror and demo artist for 

Georgia Watercolor Society, the California Watercolor Association, the 

Alaska Watercolor Society and the Iowa Watercolor Society during 2015. 

Johanna Hanks:  has a pastel painting accepted in the MAPS regional 

jury exhibition at the Southwind Gallery during July & August.  She also 

WSA members 

can get a 20% 

discount on the 

strongboxes 

made for 

shipping artwork 

from Air Float 

Systems. 

The coupon code 

you will need, 

whether ordering 

online or by 

phone is:  WSA  

Its website is:  

www.airfloatsys.c

om  

Toll Free 1-800-

445-2580 
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used.    This will go into effect As of 

the Fall Newsletter! 

Images must be labeled as followed:  

(Last Name, First Name, Title) 

Ex.  Adkins, Rick, lost in the woods 

 

Must be set at 72 dpi without 

watermarks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Word of Thanks 

 

 Please convey my thanks to all 

members of the Board and to any one 

else who took part in the planning, 

creating, and contributing to the 

Award in my name.   I appreciate the 

kind words about me in describing the 

award.   Being a part of WSA has been 

a fun but arduous part of my life’s 

journey.  My best wishes for the 

continuing success of WSA and it’s 

members.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Nanette L. Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

had paintings accepted into the Mountainside Small Works Exhibit at 

Foothills Art Center as well as being accepted into the Bold & Bright 

Juried Show in Topeka KS.   

 Gloria Baker:  Received the 

Guerilla Paint Award Gift Certificate in the Missouri Watercolor Society’s 

2015 International Juried Exhibit for her painting Mission of Peace.    

Ann Pember:  Won the Margaret G. Kranking Memorial Award: 

Baltimore Watercolor Society Mid-Atlantic Regional, MD in June.  She 

and long time friend, Mina Angelos, were invited to have a joint 

exhibition at the Plattsburgh State Art Museum; SUNY Plattsburgh’s, 

Burke Gallery, Myers Fine Arts Building, Plattsburgh, NY July 10-13th.  

The show is comprised of nearly 30 watercolor paintings by each artist.    

 Carolyn Wilder:  Was juried into 

the National Watercolor Society 2015 All Members Exhibition with her 

painting Winter Fishing Party; by juror Carol Carter.   

Dawn C. Thomas:  was Recently awarded signature status in the Red 

River Watercolor Society.  Dawn also has had a painting selected for the 

Pennsylvania Watercolor Society Show.   

   Toska Courbron:  Awarded Best 

in Show for Plein Air oil painting Selma Inpressions;  First Place for 

watercolor Pulling for the Parade; and Honorable Mention for watercolor 

Rainy Day Walk at the Selma Art Guild Summer Juried Art Exhibition.  

She was also the featured artist for the month of July at the Selma Art 

Guild Gallery 

 

 



Members Workshops: 
 

Toska Courbron will be teaching a one-day pastel workshop at the Selma Art Guild and Gallery.  
October 31st from 9:00 to 3:30.  Price:  $85   
For registration information:  http://toskacourbronart.com/watercolor-workshops-oil-pastel/ 

 

 

Membership News:  

 
Dear WSA Member: 
 
If you are unsure whether you have renewed/paid your membership dues for this year - please - check the WSA website 
www.watercolorsocietyofal.org and go to the box that reads Membership at the top. The drop down box is going to show 
Member Listing. When you click on the Member Listing, the current members are listed in alphabetical order. If your name 
is not on the list, you have not renewed/paid your membership dues for this year. Your WSA membership has become 
dormant, i.e., you are not a WSA member at this time. The drop down box also gives members the option to print the 
membership form. 
 
If you think you have renewed but your name is not on the members list, please, send an Email to me at 
stuttgart80@knology.net and I would be happy to check on your status. 

 
For those, who wish to renew their membership or become members (as indicated on the membership form): 
Checks should be made payable to WSA in the amount of $30.00 (plus $5.00, if late renewal for this year) and mailed to 
Membership Chair:  
Heike Covell  
11012 Willingham Dr.  
Huntsville, AL 35803-2073 
 
Happy painting, Heike 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORIAN 

Any articles, photos or other material concerning WSA and its exhibitions or 

other events should be sent to: 

 

Peggy M. Brown 

3520 McGehee PL CT S 

Montgomery, AL 36111-3339 

Email:  peggybrownart@charter.net 
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